AFM Operating Instructions

Startup:

1. Make sure computer is on. Turn on both displays, if needed.

2. Check that the isolation pad is turned on and operational:

a. Open XE-150 cabinet

b. Display on Herzan isolation pad should read “Enabled.” If not, contact Engineering.

3. Start “XEP” by double-clicking on the icon on the desktop or the taskbar. This is the software that controls the AFM.

4. Set up a file to store new data:

a. If you want to create a new folder to save data (recommended):

i. In XEP under “Tools,” click on “Session Manager.” Unclick the box for “Open previous session recently used.” Type in the desired file name in the “Session Name” dialog box. Click “OK” when done.
b. If you want to save data to the previously used file, no action is needed.

5. Select the type of data to collect:

a. In XEP under “Setup,” select “Input Configuration.” 

b. The default setting is “topography” signal in one direction. If additional data type(s) are desired, select them by checking the box by each.

c. Topography and Error Signal are usually chosen. Additional data types may be needed, depending on the imaging mode you wish to use.
6. Open “XEC” by double-clicking on the icon on the desktop or the taskbar. This is the software that controls the camera.

7. Turn on the Light Bank light controller and adjust the light intensity to the desired level. You should be able to see the cantilever and/or the stage, but one or both may be out of focus, depending on the height of the Z Stage.

